Streets for
people | Kochi

Urban design competition initiated by CSML Kochi, MoHua,

Govt. of India in Ernakulam District, Kerala.

Reimagining the inert streets as “Streets for
People”, the project intends to arrive at fast
economic practical solutions to awaken the
life and activate the public realm in a crucial
street in Kochi city, promoting self-reliance
through community farming and activities
that cater to individual and societal well- be-
ing. The site C chosen for the project, streets
along the Eruveli and calvathy canals, Mat-
tancherry, is predominantly defined by low-
rise high density low income residential
area long the canal edges. The existing sub-
standard quality of street life in the neigh-
bourhood is in dire need of a revamping to
catalyse the presently dead/ abused streets
into an inclusive public space.
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Street A

Street A starts from a major node in the lo-
cality comprising of the school, community
hall, anganwady ends in a Cul de sac, grad-
uating through a nearly dead street. It is a
vantage point towards the canal and the rear
facade (also backyards) of households on
the opposite edge. Though paved, the pe-
destrian pathways are discontinued. The ac-
tive use prompted by the public institutions
magnifies the necessity for a well pedestri-
anized access. The street is characterised
by a long dead wall that acts as a backdrop
for the activities coming in the street. Apart
from peak school hours, the traffic is meagre
in the street. Thus, the street is a potential
market space. Being the node comprising
school, community hall etc. the proposed
street is a pedestrian priority street with bi-
cycle pathway shared with pedestrian path-
ways. The street shall also restrict vehicular
access to one way during school hours and
restrict vehicular entry post school hours
to transform it into an activity centre. Being
an adaptive street, the proposed street acts
as a safe commutable street during school
hours, while in the evening the street char-
acter transforms into an active neighbour-
hood area by reducing permeability of ve-
hicles, providing flexible market spaces,
street furniture enabling interactive spaces
and play area for the residents. The lack of
activities for the students is identified, there-
by providing opportunity for group farming
and sufficient play area for recreation. On
understanding that majority of the popula-
tion undertakes day jobs, the attempt is to
provide inclusive recreational spaces in the
evening hours. The streets are already safe
for women and children. Beyond safety, the
initiative is to bring people to the front yards
and facilitate a platform to indulge in activi-
ties irrespective of gender or age.



Adapting Street Characters
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Proposed Street



Nodes

01 Shops along the canal 03 Clubs as an activity generator 0 5 Religious center as an activity generator
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02 Anganwadi along the canal edge 04 Shaps amidst residential neighborhood 06 Religious center as an activity generator
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Street Sections
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e T Fewbon ol plain ek e T ]
Fakoag e pial o] ikl al e by B b |
: -"-"‘-a:\:::- i -:-'7*-‘-1-*

i — e ALl (R 1

1 | 9 || ] {1 |
! R v ‘ i |l :
i III—\ o A [ I I|"l = [l

| | i |

| - | | f — v .
| |

! ; _________ S d | | Bl i |
(s orm g g ied g

:unhhm

|

I

I

[}

I

I

I

| |

R e

Ty e ———

:H.-th-.»n:hq-dl -

§  c— o SR

r ;
Tk st Bank wll | Bl mal kwg s bacid e o
L] | B bl o B e,

—r-

L ————




-

Existing Streets

Street B is a high density residential area
characteristic of an active frontage. The
street acts as the living space for the limited
space households providing informal sur-
veillance opportunities, improving vitality &
safety of the area. The barrier edge enables
active interaction acting as a street lobby.
The inclusion of compound walls, compar-
atively bigger massing due to better living
conditions and the slightly inward building
line from street edge in Street C, makes
a substantial difference to the street char-
acter with respect to street B. Both streets
are characteristic of stagnant spaces often
forming dumping grounds.

The Proposal

Curb side public spaces adjacent to the side-
walk create parklets. The traffic and parking
are organized so that streets are made safe
for commute. Flexible, easy to install street
furnitures are provided to facilitate interac-
tion. The important nodes are activated to
ensure secure community gathering oppur-
tunities. The edges are utilised for cultiva-
tion. Common spaces are alloted to

people to grow their own produce.
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